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foresee that their missionary candidates would in after years form PART IT.
a distinct element in the London ordinations, and that again and 1786-1811.
again men trained by them, and without the advantage of Uni-        p- 8t
versity education, would take the first place in the strictest exami-
nation any Church of England diocese has, and read the Gospel
accordingly in St. Paul's Cathedral.

The obstacles in the path of the Committee emphasize also the
debt that English Church Missions owe to Lutheran Germany. Our
As we have already seen, all the S.P.C.K. men in India were o^many.
Lutherans. In the Church Missionary Society's first fifteen years,
it sent out twenty-four missionaries. Of these, seventeen were
Germans; and of the seven Englishmen, only three were ordained,
viz., the two above-mentioned, and William Jowett, the first
University graduate on the Society's roll, having been 12th
Wrangler in 1810. Of him we shall have more to say in a future
chapter. Meanwhile, we can understand the feelings of Melville
Home, one of the leading Evangelicals of that day, when in eloquent
language, in a speech at Leicester, he compared England and
Germany. On the one hand, England had stood alone " as the
forlorn hope and supporting pillar of the laws., liberties, and
religion of the vanquished Continent," when all Europe was
under the iron heel of Buonaparte. On the other hand, Germany,
amid all her sufferings from the horrors of war, was " advancing
with the sacred standard of the cross of Christ and reviving tho
drooping zeal of the Church of England." But he was not happy
in the prospect. "Highly," he said, " as I honour the pious
Lutheran ministers, who are bold to suffer and die in our cause,
I cannot brook the idea of their advancing alone into the field with
the standard of our Church in their hands. Where are our own
ministers? What happy peculiarity is there in the air of Ger-
many ? What food is it which nourishes these pious Lutherans ?
I cannot allow these good men to stand in our place. Let us
assert our own dignity and that of the Church to which we
belong!" In after years," some of the noblest of the Society's
missionaries were Germans ; but they were not Lutherans. They
were for the most part trained at Islington, and received English
orders from the Bishop of London. Though England cannot
claim them, the English Church can. And now we have lived to
see the day when in England itself the missionary vocation is at
last widely recognized as worthy of the very best of our young
men, and to send forth year by year increasing numbers of those
who are manifestly the Lord's chosen vessels to bear His name
before the Heathen.